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Table 2
Methodology for University and College Teachers for calculating Academic/Research Score

(Assessment must be based on evidence produced by the teacher such as: copy of publications, project sanction letter,
utilization and completion certificates issued by the University and acknowledgements for patent filing and approval
letters, students’ Ph.D. award letter, etc,.)

S.N. Academic/Research Activity Faculty of Sciences | Faculty of Languages /
/Engineering / Agriculture | Humanities / Arts / Social
/  Medical /Veterinary | Sciences / Library /Education
Sciences !/ Physical Education /
Commerce / Management &
other related disciplines

L Research Papers in Peer-Reviewed or UGC listed (08 per paper 10 per paper
Journals
2. Publications (other than Research papers)
(a) Books authored which are published by ;
International publishers 12 12
National Publishers 10 10
Chapter in Edited Book 05 05
Editor of Book by International Publisher 10 10
Editor of Book by National Publisher 08 08

(b) Translation works in Indian and Foreign
Languages by qualified faculties

Chapter or Research paper 03 03
Book 08 08
3. Creation of ICT mediated Teaching Learning

pedagogy and content and development of new and
innovative courses and curricula

(a) Development of Innovative pedagogy 5 5
(b) Design of new curricula and courses 02 per curricula/course 2 per curricula/course
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From :
Sr. Ernestine Fernandes
Superior and Correspondent
St. Ann’s Convent,

Gauravaram

Eluru
Dear Mrs. Dr. Ch. V Mahalakshmi.
I wish to thank you for communicating to me the good news of the proposed

International Conference and for the accompanying request for a message from me for
the Souvenir to be released in this connection. I was truly overjoyed to learn that the
Departments of Hindi and Telugu are jointly launching on this initiative of the
International Conference in collaboration with Gina Devi Research Institute, Bhiwani,
on the theme Diasporic Literarture: Different Approaches.

In this Platinum Jubilee Year of the existence of the College, this Conference
will certainly mark another great milestone on the College’s journey to continued
progress and success.The proposed International Conference being prepared for, with
great eagerness, enthusiasm and expectation will undoubtedly remain a red-letter day
in the annals of the history of this prestigious Institution of learning.

With a very relevant and significant theme, this Conference will undoubtedly
have a far reaching and lasting impact in the years to come and be a very rewarding
and enriching experience both for the participants and the organizers.

I take this opportunity to congratulate the Convenor, the Co-ordinator, the Speakers
and all the Members of the Department of Hindi and Telugu for launching out on this
endeavour with the challenging theme.l implore the blessings of the Almighty on all
those connected with this programme and pray for the success of this historical event.

With prayerful best wishes.
Sr. Ernestine Fernandes
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Message from the
Principal......

[ am extremely delighted that the Department of Languages under the leadership
of Dr. Ch.V. Mahalakshmi has collaborated with the Gina Devi Research Institute,
Bhiwani, Haryana to conduct the International Conference “Diasporic Literature:
Different Approaches” on 2nd August, 2023. Such collaborative efforts, I am sure
leads to a greater dissemination of knowledge and learning about current issues and
trends to academia around the world.

The issues which are to be deliberated upon in this conference, I hope will bring
about greater peace and understanding amidst our brethren settled in distant climes.

Our diaspora are the wealth of our nation and it is our duty to remember their
resilience, fortitude and excellence they have been displaying. [ am happy that diasporic
Literature belonging to English, Hindi, Telugu, and Sanskrit will be examined, re-read
and re-interpreted in the light of various approaches and theories.

[ wish the organizers Dr. Rekha Soni, Dr. Naresh Sihag Advocate and Dr. Ch.V.
Mabhalakshmi all the very best in the conduct of this innovative conference that will, |
am sure, open new vistas of learning.

Dr. Sr. Mercy. P
Principal

Ch.S.D.St.Theresa’s College for Women (A)
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Message from the
Vice - Principal......

LAV

IT BRINGS ME GREAT PLEASURE TO PEN DOWN THESE WORDS IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST
OF DR.CH.V. MAHA LAKHSHMI, THE ESTEEMED (COORDINATOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL (CONFERENCE.
THis CONFERENCE SERVED AS A REMARKABLE ANTHOLOGY OF INTELLECTUAL EXPLORATION, NUANCED
ANALYSIS, AND DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES, ALL STEMMING FROM THE ENLIGHTENING DISCUSSIONS
HELD DURING THE EVENT THEMED '"DIASPORIC LITERATURE: DIFFERENT APPROACHES." THIS
SIGNIFICANT GATHERING, OPERATING IN A HYBRID FORMAT, WENT BEYOND GEOGRAPHICAL
BOUNDARIES TO FOSTER A UNIFIED PLATFORM FOR SCHOLARS, RESEARCHERS, AND LITERATURE
ENTHUSIASTS FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE. TOGETHER, THEY DELVED INTO THE INTRICATE TAPESTRY
OF DIASPORIC NARRATIVES, UNRAVELING THE LAYERS OF THEIR MULTIFACETED INTERPRETATIONS.
THis CONFERENCE ACTED AS AN INTELLECTUAL CROSSROADS WHERE PARTICIPANTS ENGAGED IN
SPIRITED DIALOGUES, SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE VARIOUS LENSES THROUGH WHICH DIASPORIC
LITERATURE CAN BE APPROACHED, INTERPRETED, AND APPRECIATED.

THE ARTICLES PRESENTED HERE ARE NOT MERELY ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTIONS; THEY ARE
BRIDGES CONNECTING DIVERSE CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS, CRITICAL METHODOLOGIES, AND
ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORKS. EACH PIECE OFFERS A UNIQUE VANTAGE POINT INTO THE INTRICATE
INTERPLAY OF DIASPORA, MEMORY, IDENTITY, AND REPRESENTATION, FOSTERING A DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE ACROSS BORDERS.

THE SUCCESS OF THIS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND THE ENSUING JOURNAL IS A
TESTAMENT TO THE COLLECTIVE DEDICATION AND INTELLECTUAL EXCHANGE OF NUMEROUS
INDIVIDUALS. | EXTEND MY SINCERE GRATITUDE TO THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE, WHOSE
METICULOUS EFFORTS ORCHESTRATED AN EVENT THAT TRANSCENDED PHYSICAL BOUNDARIES,

ALLOWING FOR A RICH DISCOURSE TO UNFOLD IN THE VIRTUAL REALM. I ALSO EXTEND MY
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APPRECIATION TO THE ESTEEMED KEYNOTE SPEAKERS AND PRESENTERS, WHOSE INSIGHTS ENRICHED
THE DISCUSSIONS AND INSPIRED NOVEL WAYS OF APPROACHING DIASPORIC LITERATURE. A SPECIAL
THANKS TO THE COORDINATORDR.MAHALAKHSHMI, WHOSE METICULOUS PLANNING AND TIRELESS
EFFORTS ENSURED THE SEAMLESS EXECUTION OF THE SEMINAR, TRANSCENDING THE CHALLENGES
POSED BY DISTANCE.

THIS JOURNAL SERVES NOT ONLY AS A CHRONICLE OF THE SEMINAR BUT ALSO AS A CATALYST
FOR FUTURE DIALOGUES AND COLLABORATIONS. THE IDEAS SHARED HERE HAVE THE POWER TO
TRANSCEND BORDERS, INSPIRE CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING, AND PAVE THE WAY FOR
INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO GLOBAL CHALLENGES.

I INVITE OUR READERS TO IMMERSE THEMSELVES IN THE THOUGHT-PROVOKING ARTICLES
THAT FOLLOW, TO ENGAGE WITH THE MYRIAD PERSPECTIVES AND METHODOLOGIES THAT ILLUMINATE
THE REALM OF DIASPORIC LITERATURE.

MAY THE INSIGHTS SHARED WITHIN THESE PAGES INSPIRE FURTHER EXPLORATION, ENCOURAGE
CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING, AND CELEBRATE THE RICH MOSAIC OF HUMAN NARRATIVES

THAT TRANSCEND BORDERS.

SR.MARIACHRISTIA.L
THE VICE PRINCIPAL
ST.THERESA’S COLLEGE FOR WOMEN (A).
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Message

Diasporic literature has almost always held a certain aura of alienation, loss and expatriation
as central themes in the bulk of writings. The quest for identity, uprooting, insider and outsider
syndrome, nostalgia are some of the characteristic features ofdiasporic writings. The literature
produced by Indian diaspora functions as a substitute for the homeland, India, on a global platform
and traverses across historical periods and geographicalboundaries. This physical detachment on the
one hand and psychological attachment towards homeland, indeed makes compelling reading. The
International Conference "Diasporic Literature: Different Approach” 2ndAugust 2023 is a stepforward
towards bringing together of different ideologies of diasporic writers from Hindi, English, Telugu

and Sanskrit literature.

I congratulate the Gina Devi Research Institute Bhiwani, Haryana, which has collaborated with
Ch.S.D.St.Theresa's College for Women(A), Eluru for conducting this International Conference. My
Kudos to Dr. Mahalakshmi & Dept of Telugu for organising the Conference with meticulous detailing

of the blended modalities of participation & presentation of papers.

Dr. R. Madhavi,

Dean, Languages,

H.O.D English,

Ch.S.D.St. Theresa's College for Women, Eluru.
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Abstract :-

Diaspora are people who migrate from their native nation to a distant land for innumerable
reasons. Diasporic literature is a literature written by the diaspora or by native writers about the
various nuances of the diaspora. This literature functions as a mirror to the various socio-cultural
upheavals of the diaspora. Frequently, this literature also underlines the cultural shocks, rootlessness
and quest for identity experienced by the diaspora. Shobhan Bantwal is a contemporary diasporic
English novelist who writes about the dilemma of the immigrants who are divided between the culture
of the motherland and the foreign land. Her novels The Full Moon Bride (2013) and The Reluctant
Matchmaker (2014) delves deep into the trauma suffered by the protagonists due to their cultural
duality.

Keywords :- Diaspora, diasporic literature, Rootlessness, Quest for identity, diasporic dilemma,
cultural duality.
Introduction :-

Diaspora are a set of population who live in a country outside their motherland and suffer
dislocation, rootlessness and double identity. They have the firsthand experience of the displacement,
expatriation and migration. Their psyche is seasoned with the social, political and economic conditions
around them and is profound with the baggage of alienation. All this triggerin them a severe
psychological trauma and a binary personality.

Diasporic literature is a literature which the diaspora writes and/or written by writers about
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the immigrants and their experiences.This literature deals with the inner conflicts of the expatriates
in the milieu of their migration. The diasporic writers derive their literary muse from their motherland
and memories related to motherland. Using this ethnic inspiration as a cornerstone, they steer through
the myriad experiences of self and other immigrants and explore them in multitude ways to traceways
out for their psychic confusions.

Diasporic or immigrant writing occupies a great place of significance between cultures and
countries ... The foremost characteristic features of diaspora writings involve the quest for identity,
nostalgia, familial and marital relationships apart from re-rooting, uprooting, multi-cultural milieu
etc. (Sailakshmi and Chitra 2016)

Major concerns of the Diasporic Literature :-

Diasporic literature is a negotiation with self and an effort to release the self from culture-
specific trials while up keeping their individuality and independence. The anxieties of these writers
hold together in them two different paradigms — love for nativity and love for the modernity. The
characterization in the diasporic literature is unique and true to the nature of literature and display the
evils of dislocation. As the immigrants are divided between two nations, two cultures, two identities
and at times myriad languages, they develop rootlessness, sense of alienation and a quest for identity
which is presented in the Diasporic literature ...

Many Indian diaspora writers who write in English ... focus on a particular region, community,
and culture-specific conflicts in alien lands of relocation ... raised different issues and aspects of
immigrants’ lives ... Readers of diasporic literature occasionally experience different and disgusting
trends in life in a foreign country. (Devi and Nagalakshmi 2021)

Shobhan Bantwal as a Diasporic Writer :-

Shobhan Bantwal is a contemporary diasporic writer from India who lives in New Jersy, USA.
Though settled abroad, she carries a deep-rooted Indianism with her. Bantwal in America had
experienced all fronts of an immigrant life and had proper experiences of a migrant like rootlessness,
loneliness and a quest for self. All her experience in her life abroad helped her to become a seasoned
writer who truly represents the upheavals in the lives of immigrants with women as protagonist. Her
works spinsround the contemporary Indian women in foreign lands and cross-cultural issues which
affect these women. She was listed as ‘The Bestselling author’ by the New York Times nearly every
time she released a novel. Some of her renowned works are The Dowry Bride (2007), The Forbidden
Daughter (2008), The Sari Shop Widow (2009), The Unexpected Son (2010), The Full Moon Bride
(2011), and The Reluctant Matchmaker (2012).

Shobhan Bantwal writes ... with humor and gives the reader an understanding of the Indian
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culture ... She takes the reader by the hand and guides them through Indian slang, names of food and
family without making you feel stupid at all ... Shobhan Bantwal is like the Sophie Kinsella ... (https:/
/www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/13585557)

For the present paper the two novels of Bantwal -The Full Moon Bride (2013), and The
Reluctant Matchmaker (2014) have been selected for study. The Full Moon Bride (2013) is a novel
in which Bantwal appealingly depicts the perplexities of an Indo-American lawyer Siya Giri in her
attempts to get wedded. Through the plot in novel, the author surfaces the similarities of the Indian
immigrants and the Indians in India not only in their lifestyle but also in their adherence to the ethnicity.
The Reluctant Matchmaker (2014) is another novel of Shobhan Bantwal which delves deep into the
trails of the central character Meena Shenoy in finding her entity, her powers and her destiny while
experiencing gender bias and facing the dilemmas of a diaspora. Shoban Bantwal herself analyses the
plots of her novels and says...

My main focus in on the wide spectrum of issues faced by immigrants, positive as well as
negative. Embracing the American way of life while preserving the elements of Indian culture can be
a difficult yet rewarding transition. (https://www.indiastore.net)

As apart of her narrative, she focusses on their lives of the second-generation immigrants and
traces the cultural contradictions and quest for identity which they experience due to their exposure
to both native culture and foreign cultures at a time. Because of this predicament, they cannot resolve
on vital and sensitive aspects of their life. Bantwalalso examines the sense of insecurity which pervade
in them due to the cultural shocks. This cultural duality of the diaspora is rationalised by William
Safran as follows.

It is a general characteristic of the diaspora that they continue to relate personally or vicariously,
to the homeland in a way or other, and their ethno-communal consciousness and solidarity are
importantly defined by the existence of such a relationship. (Safran 1991)

She also presents in her novels how these immigrants suffer severe traumaowing to their
detachment with the rituals and customs of India. In the select novels of Shobhan Bantwal, the prime
concerns faced by the protagonists are gender bias, criticism about their appearance, their choices,
their personality, their demeanour which are all common experiences of Indian women in Indian
scenario. But they are unable to reason out this idiosyncratic behaviour of the people around them
owing to their liberal upbringing true to the foreign culture. Bantwal depicts how these second-
generation diasporic women characters are forced to abide to all Indian norms strictly like in Indian

scenario even while living abroad.

1000 I August 2023, Vol. 18, ISSUE-2(1) (IOt O0oroOm




Cultural Duality as a major vagary in the select novels of Bantwal :-

Siya, the protagonist from The Full Moon Brideis troubled because of a series of criticisms
regarding her appearance and western life style. Her troubles aggravate through the traditional arranged
marriage pattern which she chooses owing to her belief that “Good Hindu girls didn’t indulge in
blatant disregard for convention. Conformity and duty to family ... were deeply embedded in ...
DNA.” (TFMB9).

Siya experiences many shrewd examinations, questions and rejections in bride-viewing ritual
which robs her of her self-esteem and loses positivity towards her marriage. The frequent criticism
about her dark skin, big built and growing age are other important feminist concerns which Bantwal
throws light upon. Her own grandmother repeatedly points out “Who will marry a girl ... dark colour?
Everyone will say she is not suitable for a Telugu boy.” (194)

An important aspect of her cultural duality is her complete belief in the traditional gender
roles in marriage and her fear of the consequences of the reversal of the roles on the health of the
marriage. So, she wishes to have a highly qualified and successful man as her spouse. “Being married
toa guy ... working long hours ... into a job that could bomb in the end ... It was an alarming thought.
(139)

Another significant concern Siya is compelled upon is to get married with a man from their
community. The cultural duality of her family is made distinct by Bantwal when they strictly condemn
Siya’s affair with an Afro-American and disapproveher inter-racial marriage like ethnic Indian parents.
Siya ruminates “Centuries of technological and cultural changes hadn’t managed to bring about a shift
in the double standards of our culture.” (18)

Meena Shenoy from The Reluctant Matchmaker also suffers frequent feminist concerns like
gender discrimination, mocking at her petite appearance and about her off-beat career apart from the
pressure to get married like typical women back in India. She recollects her position in the family
“They loved me, there is no doubt about that. But ... I was ... meantto ... give ... areasonable send off
by way of marriage.” (TRM 53)”

Like any Indian woman, she faces a pressure to get married while living abroad. Though she is
well-educated and well-settled in career, she is regarded next only to her male siblings and is given
only restricted freedom when compared to her brothers. ... despite all his support, Dad was still
very strict with me when it came to curfews and dating and such.” (53)

Surprisingly, she is restrained from being forthright in the name of feminist behaviour by her
sophisticated parents. She is also subjected to over-protection and many decisions in her personal

and professional front are influenced by her highly parents. The Shenoy family justify their behaviour
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in the name of ethnicity - showcasing their cultural duality. “In our culture, it is important to make
sure that a girl is kept safe and healthy until she is handed over in marriage to a suitable boy. Then it is
his responsibility to keep her safe and happy. (126)

A thorough study of the novels also bring to the notice of the readers that Bantwal lives up to
her responsibility of being a diasporic feminist writer with a mission to narrate the concerns of her
diasporic protagonists. Through the series of events in the lives of her protagonists from the select
novels, Bantwal throws light on the impact of duality of culture which creates trauma to those
youngsters. She clarifies through the progress of the narrative that ethnicity at home and liberal
culture outdoors creates a snag in their behaviour and decision making. William Safran in the research
article “Diasporas in Modern Societies: Myths of Homeland and Return” (1991).

It is a general characteristic of the diaspora that they continue to relate personally or vicariously,
to the homeland in a way or other, and their ethno-communal consciousness and solidarity are
importantly defined by the existence of such a relationship. (Safran 1991)

Conclusion :- A keen study of the select novels of Shobhan Bantwal makes it clear that
expecting the second-generation immigrants who are born and brought up in a liberal foreign
environment to adhere to the ethnic Indianism makes them prone to identity crisis. Their subjection
to two types of cultures at a time becomes a burden on their psyche and hampers their decision-
making. They are also baffled at the double-edged behaviour of their parents who at a time behave too
ethnic regarding certain aspects and highly liberal in many other facets of their life. This leads to a
confusion in them and make them behave chaotic. To sum up, Shobhan Bantwal proves an expert
diasporic writer who depicts in her novels that cultural duality becomes the prime concern for the
troubles of the Indian diaspora.
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AT AT AT Ok T w1l # Syueil AraT T Aifefcds &3 | Siidd k@ B AT fa@rg adl
2 | URUT Y AN OI¥ &5 YRR &9 & ®Y H fI=ard 89 & | L.UH. BIvie, gvg Tiad
(GraRT YRG) Sf. T TR UTS, UH TS g8 o Al | A e offe & gRT S wd
I B AT g fbar R afew vul g7 & a9 Afdy &3l 3 ho o | €0 & TDb H
Afshaar 39 B 9gl & favg R & AFfes ) 9 ta Agwayul &g & 9 H AH 37T |
faat # #IRe™T & q1e fac & VAT o © ofel fial |t goid @ gfte | Aihgd waiftie
2| Tl e gord & fafdy &3 § &l 59 dRE ¥ 9Hs 9ad ¢ |
& Mfdar -

e A 84 & TaR—IaR ¥ AT TARYN U Geh A1edH ©, Sl A1 fEaT 9y faed # gawr
FRAT 2 AR ET # ST IR GAaT 8 AT SU GI& AJHd 8Il © | T8l & UG TR (9 Al
B BTA B H Y. B IR gRT I IRTeM & forl |wAIa A1 fdhar 2| )T @i, |iRkan
HERATS, M Ug O AID0T JARDI BT 8l & JaR—YER H 9gq4cd INTEH © | 3l bR
e § YRR Aedsd & Fog IH, HOweR H U UH. AT 1S I | Aol arel ST 2
& TAR—YER & o Agw@ayul & a7 32 2| Sff S 91, TR IR G oY 241 & AT a=iall
& o W facd # B & 9o e g . ) Jar a1 i 59 96y § g dR W) dr
TEI IR 3Tl AR WX G Awaqul R&T 8 | IodhR WRA, SRS $IaRed, harel JedR, el
YT, TAH FaQd, TR AR, [AST 707, 31607 3R M 241 ST @ dg © o ddi,
84l &1 JaRoT |a1 927 H 7 89 & BRI Y8l & Sl a1 HaT Bl Jcdel o 81 301 UK 2 |
saefgier Bé woae -

facT @ &<t IRl 3 dact sfo <2 # €1 761 afed o= < H Tl J@I T Afafafay @
I B b ol THI—9HT WR IR B I &1 e fhar 81 v ugen
IR 2 Iwie 9e€3 § Haex H ST THIRIUeM gRI &l Ured, I Uls 8 ol
GHRT = RIS B fogH ST, ctediivedt Rigd] (Gehlell™ S=argt) Ud Hadwex & ABTUR, IUTel
T ARSI, Sf. ®US Fd, UGHT Haad, AR ITCSIarth, ATRAT SRIHT, Juer o7 gat AMS = 9T
foram | SERT SIRIE 341 A™ia 9eew ¥ Yo, Bl WAl vd fiareer 9 & |aree =
fdeR 9eew H i vd g H ARSI fHar 11| 59 TRl | €F. Haxe A8, §ar 9w,
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STSTel Tddal, 2N B1% 9, €. |19 Sl Y, S TM AR Ul 3flfe o 91T forar | aeyel=
P IR FA § qT—faqy § 41 &1 Rfd, Twy iR TR, YRR &) ugd & Wy ¥ f8al, facT
H B & AraeiRe TN 9 FaiEd T 3R SRS & go%d & G [23al B RIS Fudh
Y & w9 H [T B S e vl wR fqerR gar | favg & a™ed & | Jeel o
SIS &1 BB dl AMerRialdbd B dlell 2 o | 39 Yo ¥ R & ) Il &1 v 59
TR SHSST B DI R T VNG 94 DI Ao & ford ofed # g o, B afvfa g1 ¥Rd™
TN & qdIgdT AR HAl, FEBR 9RA], P b, &) 997 FAfd, Hawer, AR A
HEW@YUl H&H T |
f2&t ot st :-

Sl 3 B R B ARl § g, 33 Ay ugHer W @ srededar W Haite dfhy 2 |
SN B4l T FRIAT, IO TS, ST ol FARAAT AR (TAT AR 7§69 FRAT Bl ARSI ®R TR
giafsd =1 # "gwaqel IRt fhar 2 | 9 fava Bd I=1a 81, JoRIS &fd Jwer, 24
S AR, qRarg a1 ) AIftcdR &7 oHE Y. f3a) |fAf ¥a1 &g 4 e <l 5|
3, &. 341 Al gRT Wil =94 & Jidvid YRdg, fa9a & Iu=amd |9 Aoell’ Td digd 07
@ HAAT GUT 59 BR W' &I I IR AIZABRI Bl THIRIE GfAeT Iuael a1 © | f2a) |affy
BRIy e & 21 Wil & 2E) Far G M 9 GG Bl © | SR Aihad I Tdh ATadh
Sfte | | AR WINISH Bl AT R ael dTell TIdlolie] 9 B AT He<dqUl AT &, I8
gfifem # Rerd g1 9eee | M fawd 33 ARIe & oedel Sf. PV FAR 9 GAT & U
2 | PAT WRUT §RT Jdb ¥ fdcH R IR & Uh—TUdb oD DI FASS YD DI I (bl
ST B | T geurd, dollg gAR, Sl 94 agdal o oidl bl FHING B gol I8 He
Aifefcad &3 # FRAR Afsha Bl 2 | H1 1 He NSl T8 & gDl Bl Ta Arfefcad aiRkaw
JST PR 8 | ol e BT Siidd @afthed 3R e G- =41 T & A1l 9 I HeIT Agwayu
BRI B H Al Re! T | [fcer e, Sf v srdTd, Sf. .. $Nard, el FTaTel, STRTET 2,
WUl TeTaR Bl Alshgar 4 fecivsy # f8dl & e 9fasy &1 e gochl € | Hovex d S8l M|
uiS, S, GART 1 &Y BT 1S ST o 3fSiehel S, ST BAR, FRae HIfRe anfe afshy €| 2
HT9T AT BRIGAT DT HAT & AT FH~ BRI © | AP H el Feol Sl A adl R I g4I
IR 9T SH & dearag H & &1 wwed el 2 |
Rreafdremee -

fdce # I, FIdPR 3R MY &R WR &dl @ g8 dad & Thal Ah AT
S, ded faeafdemed ik St fdvafderea # Sude 2 | dicd fawafdener § Sf. wue ¥a
3R I, o Ioierg o g™ el & Anfes & for) Suere &, a1 dftget d f. bR

NI | I8 BTl Bl db of < 2dredd o | a7 favafdemery # £ & &3 # |aifde dfhy
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ST Ao 991 & ST |17 fAer & Iearus & 3R Wk 3fedgd & Ush A1 & WU H f3al W1 ughd
2| Jffaawie # Sf. I 991 Tho 3w AMRTcd e # faenfdal & & e €1 sk =
faeg R favafdened @ gaFe & Afdd W 2Ny fhar g iR garad d gay qra, 98],
AR AW BT a7a] IR JIIT fhar 2| Afaamls d 8 & Uedued &7 Ug Udh X gRT Uid
Y & for TR o, 37T $9 99 & UL Aqhls H AR S Hows adl $I Har-gil & UL
T H B e & 9oy IR IR & 9ied HeWl | 2 |
7S garar oo s ulPeT -

R & ufd |afid o Sl U9, DIl 7 37T 9 30 WAl Yd Z4] &1 RGIR ARG URY
T o1 | IR YT S 9 w1 # o 3T | FUr SR gfiagdr & drac[g FRAT ATeHl
D JUTG H YT GbTH 7 UT HbI | §o R Yo B T H Aded 3R YardA-1 oIl ufFrebrani = {2
BT URFH HERIY T | 9€£0 W YRATg UHT & Uld A1 YR 8 gob © IR UgHel I« & dula-
# 3 T R oM 7 | U8 7 dad e ¢ auf § 98 o1 R afofafat o engar o+ 2 8k
SHG W | 9 & ARBRI Bl U He (AaT € | 9RA @ d1ex | JehIiRd giebrali # grarg’
HT T TRI I 2 | 39 AfTR® MR IR @ e 9Rd wad = W £ & aR-—IR
# qfer &1 fateg fear g
28 wareft -

foe ¥ f2<1 Perl YR S & A1 37U IR &Sl BRI JBI & SHBT HIB] 5 dolvs E
3R I HRIT FHAT Pl AT ST Fehall © | SIRIBT A ST AR (3AThTeN), ST Mo AT (FaTH
#H) @R T RTATed AR Y&l & | S9d] @A T&f & Silad Bl 7 dad RA dfed b AR
@I gfte I Y Tl 2 | faadm AR &7 JhIRT T HE1--l | S8l Yd &l |Ie § del uread i
PRISAT W1 & | I RO DT Bel-rdl Jard H el FRAT & AERUHS g3l bl b g+l T
£ UG I AT 3R 91T Pl T8d FAGAT & | U AT Bl b Al gfte & A1 quraeel o
3G 2 | fhETI Hell H JdIor dolws IMT (8 &I BIFd, Bl 9FR, G4l e15e) &I Bl
# Fedr SR 9 I 2, SAdT fawdi &1 g ff fafie gar g | ugHw 9 sl @
HE Sae wdl | IUS g o1 Qredliold J4Td Bled! & | 2l ST adf 1 FRaR goi &9
H 3T 8 IR Sl ®I Hiaar sk Bl qF1 ATegdl | URKT BR 8! & | ST o] FadAT
DI HEF H FHATT BT YMIOTEG AR UKIT B & | BT H D31, 7S BT BT AUS HAT
eyl {241 &R USIel ST Ui ga 7 | WilaH Waad (g UdTed, S99 UR) &1 HEIf faR
A 3R 91 qH & ST Bl HUE DI 91 MRl A YTl Bl S R&T & | Bravas] Hexl (Bo
ST &) T8 AR B |

YD, H &1 BfAd B e 1 AIRD WU B | IRS HfgAl H Sf. A= $Nadd & 1
AT TR ¥ gEd] T Bl gR’ 3R ‘E[Y HEdl ¢ Ig 9 Jel Bl NS BT T BIdcdD TS
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2| |reA Wl (GR @) Ml R Tordl & Albbg AR € S fEQT 9fR 8g. aFi H forad € | S
GRHIT SAhoilas H ¥l a1 2, TIdq Adad (37eR BT Jol, Ueb AR ICHAYY) DI DI Hel BATATal
YRl & AT T I TERTs H Il Sl © Al bl Arrre g § w5 8idl 8, Alg 0T
(ST, S S99 IS &xdISll, 39 BR ¥, gd§ &I S[h) T3 Hiddl & Hid & 3R 8 Id 99 A
HoUE H K, I BiAdl AT dTel FHI H YT HGAT BT 34T Biaar § 731 Je1arT 3R gz
ST BT BMH B bl o, UGH T (AFR BT ge1) 7 (U el [Abiaa & 7 iR D! Biddmy
ID 9 Sila- G BT BT H FIRD WU & A1 UK Bl §, 9 HI D | WD B T
HATAD & | ST ol Fau1 (freary a1 Iora AT, SSey &1 TR H) Joh 81 AR A diddr
qFl H AOBR & A1 forg X&) €, MRaet $IfRIeb (3FR A e AT =T 8, WST BIdl 8l 37
3MY DI3) U fARTE HrATHS Hheu=Iall & AT e B Bied &, (Gl AR (3id: Hfere,
=T T_T, 99 RIGeR—A0Al &1 I/ Tel) 3R Al AT 3R ST g+ (ST 1eR) Hag-eiia
FHARAT 2| ST, W FAR T & B & (H 31 A= L)) | Toivs w1 biaan fagr § |weiar &
A1 AN < 32 2 | UA [ @l g2 917 H |ieh gy (Fuifed) a8t @ sfaar o gea enfia
I H AHe &7 | TIMT AR, AT 3T, ffdetr 2mg vd orRren et 1 3resT for & 7 |
forepe :-
A B Yeb < TN < H Yga BT He@yul B 379 $TIC & §RT WU & &l
2 | YHSAPRT AR ITIHUT & 9 R ¥ Bl &1 79 ®U AR AT UK 81 <8l & | 9 31
H faerN gevre, 99 Hifedn, ArRTd Aeafdh T A8ed, S—UFSIRGl iR @ BT Agaqol JRTEH
g1 2 A < ARt @) Al Werg W ARER 39 AR W o §U 31U <9, 3+ i)
3R AUl Wi & Ufc feer SR fazara ¥ gig gl € | gardl &) AifdeaeRi 7 f9e7 o <eil
H TEd BY U 9N 9§ IS &N (24 Wit &l faqgd fhar 7| Wit 7 fawg "9 W e
IURAMY TSl BT B | AT 57 FIDHRI B Zd Afewy Har & i+, urcdred, f3al |fed |
D JAT W DI XGIhd B+, IAD! Afefcdd IR BT WIHRA TAT AUeTRAT DI AT
FRA DI AILIHAT % |
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TG TS &N~ RUTUR G b AT HTH: |
TIYRAARAERS RN g ST et AT a1 | |
WA HUTT: 131: UlT: STHTRIIOT: AT SIS HOURITH SUTITa=Taf | 37
W g8 WRTFdR: FR ARR M Sliar S§d 989 SRI A9/ | IR f=aal Tar 99
T ITFAHAl Al | IR AT TRATNT AR d9d: TIISTAR Al | 3ANd O ST
femTeae Qufeer Fag=iRisi i Suer | Tagiiarl fiaremd: weiieghedld gof —
G SiagRR | 3fa
PR R WTA~TRIIT: U GRIF SeaIQ4T [AuIARA Sifar ARt gfisTig uadd |
A ST QT ANTORANY IMMSIAAH | JAT HRARFI Ui o 3T ASd R Toae:
3T, TG AR YU S G RIAGH SI-TIGRor: 377 aaR AfT | 7vd
fragRor: arzrers wrarfewuor feaggRor gfd uf¥fE wor= | dure Aregd Teroiiarie ufd SRR
FHRAM, TTaad AR sHfear wafd |
T JATATYRIBIAATRUMHS G AT gRy “uReresar sfa=m=r ufiig: fawyfed
feagR: #Mdwg A9RR AffdR AR RIE 9old | feaagRRauvss qumiaes Siefagy
(sNAfE@YIHE) ATAgTEIHNATdR | hieTes, HefRTLI, YT ceT2aTac ol SRR
ATBIHTADR | HHYN (UTRATTATETDIN: GARD: He[AT [AWIRRT: qrede] Jyiiaed “iad: 9ar
fawear: /et |RhAT ST |
T HiTa=aHa R ¥ ord: faw o sfar TRm™er=Aiy sraefH=id | MR wid=
P GG ATATBRYT P JUbgHY, TTaHTdd: JeleaTd URSIT addhedhd dirad: Wi
HT RfY Acrae y=enfe: afeided dsad et HRI W7 | Taq 3Fwe 9idq dehada
HATT: Sla=aT ggfd W |
TSl UTITSY QI XTSI gect¥ <a: da dd URETg Ul Uivsd AT SATSTIMERT | faod

Yo I AllGeIAfd W | dgef Wiar deumemrl [Awpfa R w@e gafed: wafd, 7=
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JrNfSTamrl fdgeavrai = airere <aTfd | wReg faw] R YR g sy A st |
el AT AARIAg] DRI | Tag9ad: el RIS Bl 91 gad: FHf: el e
[T ST | Il g T faw] R ISt e SueRfd | 313 RedEde gfaurerdr Freufig
YRS Il SR | HAYT FAN SUITAT 5[l ST~qH WIdq HUT I¥e ofer: [AuifrgR: dq
gfedTiad d<d Thd W< Ui | g —

ARV WReE] d ARRIVE: WR: |

ARTICT RISYICRTHAT FRTIVT: UR: |

HSET AR SEAIER: IRAIERE |

ST WA SNTA-IRIIONG deyfaure: sfovg=afia SuamNT | el et | fAsuor=ax
Hg RUFT IRGE Yobawd YRa: Udld, g gedl o IUR: Fasfl d9Ie: reaif~adr
eaTdoITa STgdT T4~ | IS SIefd FRIAgerd Fey qusd aa==r R ariRdiite: aw=r-
IR | AT ST YRA: o ARARIGSTH: ARG doctvad: o |th RRIAMON TSIY & Peal rordiedl
TR yaoned T, T T AT daTd axasl gyl 3eer: 37T Jremyfa weer: gfa=r=
AT Holq gog<h arde TRARUE A1 faqe | TarTar ARRIOISY THhH0T Heahere¥igd 7.
SATRTRITARIT |E TehicAISHad | TATARIT FeaHRIT direegne W= ARV f[deiadd gR: <
AR FAEIS9ad | Waa: Miede HOUTEHRER AAdh TUHTd | WYRAl W= [Jed=HY 3a)
e T IR gourel et Ui | JAfUg dRE HY 31T ATgaly wieaiii | § Arde !
BB ISR ADBAGATBHTT JNTTRITIDII3TT: FHTUIG Sicl Lfgaher: “erdsfoid” g faemmerra
IR Wl ARTAVRY HSITATATE BRIf | AGHSITCATHG gTagrTr YR “fvuasrg”
AR feeeresHaq |

=TTl IO 34 &g g+ S IfeTRdrel AIa=ATishas ol Wiad g HAHT AT
wHY qafd | TAIHITaT qRdieel™ Ud Sl % ded /dq gid |rR: |
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vare) a1fger 3T 39T oo Saer

31, U8d ofid &
JIRRCT YIHER, S0 MoI¥aR AT HeTdenerd fdgg Udmie, $ovo |

gardl AR e F fard o gl # 2= A bl 9gd 9g fbar g 2= |
H o=y famrt @1 4Ifa gardl |ifge A1 oruell IRy ugar & A 3l Aifeed # Ul Sig ST
T o M &7 2 | 2=t wrr & foeft faeiy wifad <R maswor &1 € wArer ® % ot 71 dadt
IR AR dfew facer § 99 RAR e oo sifafad &1 wrgw & & 91 2 &,
T Helawny (2=l AIiecd HAR GA—aH fIqa 8Iar 11 Re7 2 | dAd [HaR MadT o yardl
o=l wifecy & fawy d for@r g "agfie = |t & siaerd § @<l yardl |riged @
IURI, IHBT HAETT AR fIda IS e AR & A1 I UlAST Ud A DI GHIOT
2| aa # R v |t 1 S |t @1 ve eman § SfR A g9 §9 9RdT B HIe o
ar f2=l @1 SIS &Y Aoigd 81 Gl | BT A1 iR At 1 OfS 912 Waw | & AT Wy §,
IE Holgd a4l BRTT 99 ST RN held! 3R Herd! gl | 2=l gardl ey 2= & fomte
HER &1 3T g |0

JaRT e BT Aded Tl gIRT foar 11 91 v’ wes $1 31 © AR A1
facerara fordedr 3ef © fhell S8R <% H X8 aral Afdd yardl 2, ardl U dArll &1 997 998
2, s forad a1 1A v 9919 © iR fIed & o wral # wIe=aiRd &1 g 2 | faq
H fe=ar 1941 wrared] # FRMAfCA ART gk ugl off, fS9e aIat 3fSl 9 Td ¥ &ed § (&b BAR
U4 Ueh RMAARTA B1 U 3R GHRT Tl T UIET SR I8l MY 2, olfdh=T JTY=T AIGHINT 3R
3O AR BT S=li yaer # ff Shifad <@m 8, ST 79 ox1 |l 7 | o, T, AR qe
I H oSl S ARARIAT fadEms <l @ 98 |9 So) AR drli ok S9a dereill & HRT 2 |
e qrer derr 2= fRreror a1 i +ff gfaam @8t §, 9 w9 S Arll B BRT 5 79

garil Aifeey =l 9197 & Af¥ged ucd WR Bl R IR T Tl B qHsH Bl gite Al
fIRid dxar © | Uil e IR | U ARMd, A9 AR WA | BT Sifddl & fofg
el # Oy HRA AR BT FAAGRN 3R FIRD YISl DI HATHKT BT 3 U IRAR AR
TSI ¥ §R IRAR & o1 ok 3R UdhId &l FHI 6 BT T Fad SIRAT © | Jard
FIE BT T 207 H 80 & TH H WIST Q2 H MY AN 3R G RAMENT, FHRIA AeAaT IF B
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HOIGR 31T & AT Ay #1ofl # 80—90 & 2reh H WY FRIferd Hegeii ol &, el d8ar wifds
Sitae @ forq vard fobam | yardt A1ty & ded # sre I=gelt o1 2= & ufd 18 91l & gfeaion
R a1 Saa d*d gy forar € fawg W’ H YRA o VAT Q¥ © SRl 9 Udh ) 9] draTd H &
T & ART TN Jobl H Y B © ATl YHAIS @ 81 Q¥ H WRAINN 99 8 | IRaargal =
51 <2l # yars b a8l iUl WRed |, Afa—Rarsii g e1ffie yermeii &f geo-—aHe &l
WRAD DI Bl | fazg & 91 <wi 7 =<1 AfAfcrn, = dipfae, searfcas g enfife dvem
2, Sl 9RA TIo—/ERI IS fqdl 9 31 el IR ARG b giiife BRIHH AT B
e % a9 R Bl 37Ul STl W GlS XAl & | YR SrishH! H AAeafdd o1 aegd 2=l
g gl

Bl faeg—9ToT 9991 & U W SMUWR © 3Nl Bl &I IRRgsd uga™ © | AvSd & 30
Gfererd T WR 2] dlell STl © | ST 140 QI H 241 W97 1 IUANT 81 38T © (999 & T
150 facel fazafdereral # fe=d fRreror 1 ¥e1 € | 7Td 50 gui # o=l fava &1 At Haxt gt w7y
PE! ST & ST Yeb BRIS oI TR ARG Ho & T {99 & 132 Q2 H f9eN U 2 d &=l
A R & T8 99 FaeR H W A € | 35 9%dl Udl § @l YRd H ] SuNlET FHS B
AT 7 | 37d: faeel Faerel ok Hwf i & YR & eRIdd R IARA & oIy Td SyHTamil &l
BT BT @ oIy BT & WEN @I F& AaeIHhdTl &, “dlRad wWR W A1 T 2= &r yem
H o TR U WR G 7, STdT TINT 180 <RI H 80 dRIS ANl g1 b SIrar &, offdh
R 1 GgarT g HE BT A9 g9 U H o gHe W8 § | 2l H 9 IR o faem € o e
R a1 Iaare & IRa® §=1d & ¢

Bl @1 IR ygar fdar ¥ yardl B AieydRl &1 Aecdqul NG 2 | I9d
AR H T S-SR B HIGAT UHe Bldl &, Jarl AIRAGRI & 79 A 9RAI 8IdT 8 W
gard ¥ AT B & BRI S8 ST AT Aol DI T8I HIAT ISl © dh JaRil AfeIBR
PIASTT AT BT Foi bR V& & | Yardl vl ey 7 dac g1 givar (U= &I g+
2 dfcd U1 ugar A1 a9 bl & Uaril Aifecd Yeb 10T A 2, O AHRT 81 ST HeelT |
3ot 2=l X faeg @t AT gt S R 2, YA WIRQIaR 7 el R #f RIS W @l
Uge & © |

GoIHAS U AR~ ST Mol FFAT BT O 22 TI=R 1943 H ITR—UY & TREYR
fSTel # gaTT o1 | U BIAIH Ud BATHR & wU H TIAAM &, 9 9 & YA 2=l aifed
SHRYS INpT YRATS’ B AewHIaeT Ud fa<l AAfd Jobo oI Iuredel g diF a9dh do 3T
ST @1 dRY &ifp A & Afere Feermsll # AT usl W SRIRT @I €, e IRl i #eq @
UTgAhH BT Rl 3rgare 1 b | yardl At H A HATHR IT ol T SDT A
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ABSTRACT :-

The word ‘Diaspora’ in ancient Greek Language which means scatter. When it is applied to the
people, it speaks about the scattering of people from their home land to different places across the
globe. They spread their culture. Diaspora literature can be defined as the literature produced by the
writers who are away from their homeland. The present paper is an attempt to discuss Anita Desai as
diasporic writer with reference to her novel Bye-Bye black bird. The list of diaspora writers like V.S.
Naipaul, Salman Rushdie, Rohinton Mistry, Bharati Mukherjee, Amitav Ghosh, Jhumpa Lahiri, M.G.
Vassanji, Shyam Selvadurai, and Kiran Desai. Anita Desai has the mixed parentage as her mother
belongs to German Christian and father is a Bengali Indian. This complex origin has given her the
suitability to become a Diaspora writer. Diaspora literature can also be defined by based on the content
of the writing irrespective of its place where it has been written. Therefore the present paper discuss
about Anita Desai as a diasporic writer with reference to her novel Bye-Bye Black Bird.

Keywords :- Diaspora, Diaspora Literature, Complex.
INTRODUCTION :-

“This has brought two separate stands into my life. My roots are divided because the Indian
soil on which I grew and English culture which I inherited from my mother.?

Anita Desai (The Book I Enjoyed Writig Most. Contemporary English Literature, XIII,
1973, 24).

The word ‘diaspora’ has its origin in Greek Language. It refers the dispersion of people from
their own land. Diaspora Literature can be defined as works that are written by authors who are away
from their homeland or native land. The term identifies a work’s particular geographic origin. Diaspora

literature can also be defined by based on the content of the writing irrespective of its place where it
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has been written. If a piece of literature or a piece of work, though written in motherland, speaks
about the character’s adoption and surviving outside the motherland it can be considered as diaspora
literature. The Story of Joseph from Bible and The Book of Job are the best examples of this type.
In the story of Joseph though the book is written in Isreal it speaks about Joseph’s learning to survive
outside motherland.

There are different types of the diaspora some of them were victim diaspora, Trading diaspora,
Imperial diaspora and Labor diaspora. There are many diaspora writers like V.S. Naipaul, Salman
Rushdie, Rohinton Mistry, Bharati Mukherjee, Amitav Ghosh, Jhumpa Lahiri, M.G. Vassanji, Shyam
Selvadurai, and Kiran Desai and Anita Desai. Among these writers Anita Desai is the writer who
penetrates into diaspora literature as her mother is German Christian and father is Bengali
Indian.Different opinions are expressed by authors about diaspora. Migrant communities are called
with different names such as diaspora, exile and expatriate. Migration take place for reasons such as
historical, economical, social. Some times higher education also becomes a reason for the migration.

But in the case of Indians they have shown a greater sense of adjustment, adaptability and
acceptability. But genuinely people experience the sense of homelessness. Sometimes the intensity
would be more. Some of the characteristic features of diaspora are Nagging sense of guilt, nostalgia,
insider and outsider syndrome, up-rooting and re-rooting and quest for identity Salaman Rushdie in
his article “Imaginary Homeland” says about the identity of immigrants as “plural and partial”.

The most engrossing topic is treatment of migrants. The emergence of inter-disciplinary and
cultural studies in post-modernist world have become major thrust area of academic exploration.
Elleke Boehmer states, “the postcolonial and migrant novels are seen as appropriate texts for such
explorations because they offer multi-voiced resistance to the idea of boundaries and present texts
open to transgressive and non-authoritative reading”.

Anita Desai is the best example in this regard as she has complex origin as her parents belong
to different origins. Her mother, Antoinette Nime, could trace her origin to France, and her father,
Dhiren Mazumdar’s native place was Dhaka (now in Bangladesh) but he had settled in New Delhi.
Having the advantage of double perspective, the writings of Anita Desai can well describe India and
Indians and as well as about migrants in India and Indian migrants to the West. She is both insider and
outsider. She is outsider if seen from her mother’s side. She is insider if seen from her father’s side.
She has spent a considerable part of her life in India and later moved to Girton College, Cambridge,
UK, followed by her shift to Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA. Being a global citizen she
has chiseled her perspective still further and also explored the condition of the Diaspora in her fiction

in a better way. The diasporic Indian can be seen in her novel Bye-Bye Blackbird.
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The background of the novel Bye Bye Blackbird is set in 1960s England which is written by
Anita Desai. The story revolves around two friends Dev, and Adit in London. Adit has stayed for a
longer period in London and married an English woman, Sarah. Dev comes to London for his higher
studies and subsequent employment. The words of Adit shows his disappointment when he says:

All I could find was a ruddy clerking job in some Government of India tourist bureau. They
were going to pay me two hundred and fifty rupees and after thirty years I could expect to have

five hundred rupees. That is what depressed me-the thirty years I would have to spend in panting
after that extra two hundred and fifty rupees.

This has compelled him to leave his mother country and settle in abroad for a decent income.
As Adit adopted England as his home he is able to withstand the insults hurled at him and humiliations.
He admires the Western life and erstwhile masters. He says : I like the pubs, I like the freedom a man
has here-economic freedom! Social freedom! ... and I like the Thames. I like old Ma Jenkins who
clean my rooms ... And I like weekend at the seaside. I even like the B.B.C.

He falls in love with an English girl and marries her. He becomes a ‘spineless immigrant
lover’. Sarah agrees to follow him like a typical Hindu wife. Adit is overjoyed and remarked her :

You are like a Bengali girl ... Bengali women are like that Reserved, quiet. May be you
were one in your previous life. But you are improving on it-you are so much prettier! Dev, on the
other hand, gets infuriated by being called as ‘wog’by a school boy. When they are walking down
the street, they hear Mrs. Simpson muttering aloud, ‘Littered with Asians!

Must get Richard to move out of Clapham, it is impossible now’. These lines suggest how
emigrants, especially Asians are looked down as ‘other’ in England. ‘Otherness’ is defined by
difference, typically difference marked by outward signs like race and gender. Dev understands that
Adit is least bothered about insults he hurled at him and says, ‘“Boot-licking toady.

Spineless imperialist lover....You would sell your soul, and your passport too, for a glimpse,
at two shillings, of some draughty old stately home”. But both have realized that they are opportunists
after this juncture.

Few days later they have planned a gathering with other colored emigrants where they can eat
and drink. “Modern diasporas are ethnic minority groups of migrant origins residing and acting in
host countries but maintaining strong sentimental and material links with their countries of origin-
their homeland.” That gathering is a fusion of different migrants. One Pakistani claims “My religion
forbids me to drink or smoke or touch a woman. But here, in this country, what am I to do? I also do
the things I see other men doing”. Sarah and Audit enjoy Bhangra dance and the enjoyment has reached

its peak with the high volume of radio. All of sudden they hear a voice saying” Wrap it up, you blighters,
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where d’ you think you are, eh?” Next moment the scene has changed and the group is forced to
reduce the intensity of its merry-making. Dev can’t take this and says “The trouble with you emigrants
1s that you go soft. If anyone in India told you to turn off your radio, you won’t dream of doing it. You
might even pull out a knife and blood would spill. Over here all you do is shut up and look sat upon?
(24). Samar recounts the day he was called a bloody Pakistani” (26) as he refused to close his umbrella
at the order of an Englishman.

These incidents leave a deep scar in Dev, who is divided between the opportunity he has got in
England and the moments of bearing suppression and differences. The feelings of alienation and
identification overwhelmed him. Desai expressed his agony :

Dev ventures into the city.... The menacing slighter of the escalators strikes panic into a
speechless Dev as he swept down with an awful sensation of being taken where he does not want
to go. Down, down and farther down — like Alice falling, falling down the rabbit hole, like a Kafka
stranger wondering through the dark labyrinth of a prison....Dev is swamped inkily, with a great
dread of being caught, step in the underground by some accident, some collapse, and being slowly
suffocated to a worm's death, never to emerge into freshness and light. (57-58)

Dev’s anguish disappears as he is ushered by the fresh morning. He himself trying to meet the
challenges of an immigrant. However, he tries to cope up with the arrogance of English people the
constant humiliations irked him. When Dev asks about the feelings of Adit, he says “...the laziness of
the clerks and the unpunctuality of the buses and trains, and the beggars and the flies and the stench —
and the boredom, Dev yar, the boredom of it? (49). I live for the moment. I don’t think, I don’t worry”.

One day Adit insists a visit to his former land lady where he stayed for three years. Strangely
Sarah rejected and reluctant to come. Adit says “That’s where I lived for three years, Dev. That’s the
only landlady I stayed with for more than a fortnight. The others all threw me out, but I stayed with
them, with the millers, for three years. At the Millers’. Adit is treated as an outsider and his visit gives
him a feeling of unwelcome when he observes the treatment given by the landlady. When Adit sincerely
enquired about their daughter, she wishes to reject the fact that Adit has lived there for three years.
Mrs Miller expresses a feeling that she does not like any personal questions about her house or
family. Though Adit is taken aback he takes control of the situation and leaves the place. On their way
back neighbours stare curiously from behind their technicolored rose trees and a dog barks. His visit
is an unpleasant surprise to the white family and their neighbors. Like any other Indians abroad he has
been infected by schizophrenia. He cannot digest the experience he faced when he visited the landlady.
His uncertainty is best described by Desai :

In this growing uncertainty, he feels the divisions inside him divided further, and then
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redivided once more. Simple reactions and feeling lose their simplicity and develop complex angles,
facets, shades and tints... there are days in which the life of an alien appears enthrallingly rich
and beautiful to him, and that of a homebody too dull, too stale to return to ever.....

Again they planned their visit to his mother-in—law’s house and he expects that his motherin-
law rather treat him differently. But he is annoyed with the treatment he meted out. He says “My
mother-in-law hates and despises me. They make fun of the life I lead and the ideals I profess. Therefore,
[ am angry. [ am hurt (176). These fleeting moods of anger are new to him and ,,...faced with one, he
was unable to deal with it — he merely stood still and felt his leaden feet sink in as though in quick-
sands”. Adit has developed an extreme hatred for England he starts thinking everything English tom
be insulting and depressing. He loses control of himself :

... he stood staring, not at one of the posters he so delighted in but at a piece of that
Nigger, go home graffiti on the walls that had previously nearly skidded off the surface of his
eyeballs without actually penetrating. Now he is screwed up his eyes and studied it as though it
were a very pertinent sign board (181). ...the eternal immigrants who can never accept their new
home and continue to walk the streets like strangers in enemy territory, frozen, listless, but dutifully
trying to be busy, unobtrusive and, however superficially, to belong.

Diaspora expresses the oscillated mind, suffering and agony of cultural change. He decides to
leave England and says Sarah “Sarah, you know I’ve loved England more than you, I’ve often felt
myself half-English, but it was only pretence, Sally. Now it has to be the real thing. I must go. You will
come?”. Though Sarah agrees to his proposal she faces an alienation that is internal. Desai remarkably
stated that Sarah “shed her name as she had shed her ancestry and identity, and she sat there, staring, as
though she watched them disappear”. Sarah is brave enough to face the situations in life though she
has gnawing fears in her mind. Sarah is alone and her friends are having a meeting. She recollects her
emotions:

She felt all the pangs of saying good bye to her past twenty- four years. It was her English self
that was receding and fading and dying, she knew it, it was her English self to which she must say good
bye. That was what hurt — not saying good bye to England would remain as it was, only at a greater
distance from her, but always within the scope of a return visit. England, she whispered, but the word
aroused no special longing or possessiveness in her. English, she whispered, and then her instinctive
reaction was to clutch at something and hold on to what was slipping through her fingers already.

She is in cross roads. Sarah can neither shed her native English culture nor accept the adopted
Indian culture completely. At the time of farewell Christine asks her about baby, Sarah says, “You

mean boy or girl? [ don’t mind either. “Or do you mean who it will look like, Adit or me? I hope it will
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look like Adit, brown as brown, with black hair and black, black eyes™ (224).

Christine replies, “Well, in that case ...I suppose it will be better to have the child in India”.
Now she lost her identity as an English woman. She can be considered as a multicultured, Mrs. Sen,
the wife of an Asian, rather than Sarah, the English woman.

At the end of the story Dev who always complains about the country and its people decides to
settle in England to reap a rich harvest. He is successful to establish his roots in England. But Adit and
Sarah bid good bye to England. At the time of bidding goodbye, Dev calls out, “Bye-Bye Blackbird”.
This is how Anita Desai describes the diasporic element to the eyes of readers.

Conclusion :-

The list of women diaspora writers is long and elaborate. The roots of diaspora and it is
scattering day by day. Their level of work is increasing at the enormously, which is made them
prominent. Throughout their work, they have shown their native land, ancestors land and culture. The
readers of such literature experienced a lot. They have been collecting mix memories in the immigrant
land. They are spotting themselves as protagonists and other leading characters in their work. The
stick of root to the ground is common in their some works, in which we can see that the feeling of
nostalgia and native land. The number of writers has achieved precious tags and rewarded by numbers
titles, which is commendable nationally and internationally. Not only diaspora women writers are in
this race but also every woman, who is related to any field of subject and work, they are prideful for
1t.
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